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would their mLdeniably bard lot be Boftened, but the 
cnemiee of good gov^mment, region, and social order 
trould be deprired of one cluef meam of popular 
seduction. 

" Yet we muat not coacealtfaat the deadliest blow of 
ftUhas been given to clerical infloence by the doubt, now 
»hno8t uniTersally entertained, of the morality of the 
jrieats. To such an extent has this weapon been brought 
to bear against them, that it would be hard to find an 
individual who believes in their moral parity !— hard to 
find, a eingle priest, who is not assailed on this subject by 
the mocking taunts, not of adults only, but even of boy- 
bood. Nor is a justification of these taunts sought in 
proven transgression ; priestly chastity is impugned 
simply on the ground that the denial of lawful marriage 
has rendered it an impossibility. Bat this is not all. Mot 
only does the priest find himself personally exposed to 
derision on this score, bat he iias the pain of beholding 
how widely the assumed delinquencies of his class have 
contributed to open the flood-gates of vice among the 
«nce diatinguishedly virtuous peasantry, inasmuch as the 
BOW gigantically increased immorality of all orders of 
society, ii frequently justified by reference to the notorious 
lives of their spiritual guides, and the application of the 
proverb, ' like people, like priest,' forms the running com- 
mentary in every ethical discussion. Hence it is rare in 
our days to find a head of a Christian family, or even a 
thoughtful political economist, who does not deem the 
most imperatively called for measures for the prevention 
«f universal immorality to be the effectual removal of all 
suspicions of priestly unchastity. The Word of God is 
BOW fettered by the vices, whether real or supposed, of 
those who proclaim it ; and if a reform be not speedily 
introduced, by which, on the one hand, the priesthood 
shall be secured a suitable support, without being a burden 
on the poor, and, on the other, be freed- from the sus- 
picion of practising the most infamous and destructive 
vices ; by which, in short, we clergy shall be restored to 
our proper position in the social circle, and enabled to re- 
occnpy with honour our place in the family, the Church, 
and the world — unless such reform be brought about, our 
hopes of usefulness are null and void ; religion itself is 
given over to contempt, the hierarchy hangs on the verge 
of an annihilatory fall, and the State of its overthrow. 

" Our humble and earnest petition, therefore, is, that 
you, Right Reverend Father, may be ple*9ed, in conjunc- 
tion with the high episcopate and the Imperial Govern- 
ment, to originate measures by which the evils which are 
BOW undermining clerical influence, and which threaten 
the ruin of both Church and State, may bo removed, lest 
the people at large should be tempted to look to the 
revolutionary party as their sole hope, and be led to bless 
even the enemies of God and good order, if their political 
wisdom release them from so intolerable a state of things." 

What a picture of Roman Catholic countries 
on the Continent does the foregoing document, 
coupled with the extracts from John Baptist 
Von Hirscher in a former page, exhibit. We 
earnestly trust that thia remarkable movement 
may be the forerunner of a new Reformation, 
which alone, we are persuaded, can long avert 
the tide of infidelity frota sweeping over Christen- 
dom, and hurrying into its terrible vortex the 
great mass of the educated Roman Catholics of 
Europe. 

THE PROGRESS OP MIRACLES. 
AtL France is honoured by another miracle. It occurred 
close on the fetes of Cherbourg. A peasant girl, of the 
French Pyrenees, was engaged in her ordinary pursuits, 
when suddenly a figure" appeared to her in a grotto, 
whom she had no difficnity in recognising, The figure 
was the Virgin Mary. That was one miracle ; but it was 
followed by another, "the grotto was very pretty before, 
but it now became useful. It had previously no water ; 
now a spring w-is bestowed upon the inhabitants of tho 
Pyrenean parisli. Infidels and Protestants might not 
believe in the figure wliom they bad not seen, but the 
spring, at least, was within the grasp of their degraded 
intellects. A coinoiission has been eniplojed to examine 
the story. Tho members are cliarged particularly to test 
the water of the well. If it should have the slij:;htest 
pretence to the honour, it is to be suld in bottles for 
the benefit of th> district. Perhaps it may be mure 
proflt.Tble to sell the water in another way. A village 
might be built there. A shrine might be formed. If 
the place have the slightest claim for natural beauty, 
that should not be difficult. Devotees would take the 
ground consecrated in this peculiar m:imier. That 
mode, moreover. Of turning this girl's vision into 
permanent prollt might have another advantage. It 
would compel the girls of other towns to examine 
grottoes with attention and care. It might elicit other 
miracles. There Is abundance of space on tlie Pyrenees 
for small villagej df pretty houses, with neat gardens, 
capable of being used as summer retreats, not only in 
the common, but the ecclesiastical meaning of the 
word "retreats." tenance on tho Pyrenees would be 
lightened by the change of scenery to the inliabltants 
of Lyons or of Paris. They would descend to the cares 



and labours of the plains doubly invigorated. They 
would derive h«alth of body and of mmd by their exer- 
cises, their meditations, and, if necessacy, their 
stripes; but the latter would be light in these monntains. 
No doubt other and envious parishes and villages 
would establish rivals. So much the better. Too many 
miracles wiU not occur. Cardinal Wiseman is now in 
Ireland. There he proclaims the cold want of enthusi- 
asm that freezes him in England. He sees it in the 
rigid features of tie stolid crowd. Nothing will move 
them. His eloqnance falls on adamant or flint, or, at 
the best, granite like that of the Mourne Mountains ; 
but when he reaches Ireland he is refreshed by enthu- 
siasm, by smiles, by tears, 1^ fervour, and gratitude, and 
warmth — by faith, of which, nevertheless, he holds that 
Martin Luther made a bad use. He first learned the 
English langucge, he says, in Ireland; and he is like 
the old classic gentleman who gathered new strength 
and vigour alwjys when he fell on his mother earth. 
The Cardinal retturns to England from Ireland refreshed 
— a new man, with a store of vigour for England to 
wear out. It tatty be all natural and true ; but, while 
Prance finds, Ireland loses, ''the holy wells." They 
were places of pilgrimage there long ago, and they are 
now forgotten. The peasant passes around them behind 
his plough, instead of on bis knees. Devotees do not 
look there for blessings. They do not go there in pay- 
ment of their vows. Ireland retrogrades, France pro- 
gresses. In the matter of holy wells Prance is in the 
year 1S58 as contrasted with Ireland. This is a fact 
which CSrdinal Wiseman should not overlook. To 
RostreYor, or a Wicklow mountain, an event like that of 
the Pyrenees would be a fortune. — Glasgow Bulletin. 
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ST. PAUL'S VISIT TO ST. PETER.— Gai.. I. 18. 

TO THE EDITOB OF THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

Sir, — If the theory of Peter's supremacy be true, it is 
truly, astonishing that we find such little trace of it in the 
New Testament. Neither in the Acts of the Apostles do 
we read of the other Apostles receiving commands or in- 
struction from St. Peter, nor do we find St. Peter himself 
in his epistles claiming any superiority; nor do we find 
the other Apostles, in their epistles, acknowledging them- 
selves indebted to him for any part of their teaching. 
One of the few passages which a Roman Catholic may 
imagine favoarable to his views is that which I have pre- 
fixed to this letter, in which Paul mentions that he took a 
journey to Jerusalem to see Peter; on which throe words 
a lively imagination may build a very extensive f.ibric. 
But I think I shall show that these words, when taken in 
connection with the context, afford a very striking proof 
that neither St. Paul himself, nor those whom he ad- 
dressed, had the least idea of any such superiority in kind, 
of St. Peter to the rest of the Apostles, as modern Roman- 
ists maintain. 

In the first and second chapters of the episfle to the 
Galatians, the principiil topic is, that St. Paul is a.sserting 
his claim to apostleship independently of the other Apostles', 
and by direct appointment from Cbri.st ; aud ho dedares 
that his knowledge of Christian doctrine was derived, not 
from their teaching, but by direct revelation from the 
Lord Jesus, ch. i., v. 12. '' I cenity you, brethren, that 
the Gospel which was preached of me is not after man. 
For I neither received it of men, neither was I taught it 
but by the revelation of Jesus Christ." He goes on to 
say that on his conversion he did not go up to those who 
were Apostles before him, bat went to Arabia, and then 
returned to Damascus; that it was three years afterwards 
when he first paid a visit to Jerusalem ; that this visit 
was only for a fortnight, and that on that occasion he saw 
only two of the Apostles, Peter and James. That after 
that he went and laboured in Syria and Cilici.i, and that 
all this time the Christians of Judea did not even know 
him by face, and that it was fourteen years after when he 
went back to Jerusalem and met the rest of the Apostles 
and heads of the Jerusalem Church, who, when he com- 
pared his doctrine with theirs, could give him no addi- 
tional information which he h.id not possessed before. 

Now, take all this statement in its connection, and with 
reference to the object for which it was made, and what 
inference are we to draw from the admission, in verse 18, 
that Paul made a visit to Peter ? If all the Apostles 
were then believed by everybody to be of equal authority, 
everything is intelligible. Tlie substance then is — " I 
did not derive my doctrines from the Apostles ; for, for 
the first fourteen years I was preaching, out of the 
whole twelve I never met more than two, Peter and 
James, and th.^t only for a fortni^'ht." This is all very 
well, if Peter had only the same kind of authority as the 
rest. But suppose that St. Paul or his readers had heard 
the theory, that Christ had made one man the earthly 
head of His Church, and its infalUble guide to true doc- 
trine, how could he, in the same breath, assert that he had 
not received his doctrines from man, and yet say that he 
had gone up to that man and received his instructions. 

Let us suppose that in the prosentdiiysome one in China 
were to claim to have been miracutousli/ instructed in the 
Christian faith, and to say in proof of such a claim that 
he had been for severalyears preaching the Gospel before 
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he had ever met any Christian missionary, huu ■' •» 
should we think if he were to add — it is true 1 bad pain o 
short visit to Rome, but I did not converse with any 
Christian priests there except the Pope. Roman Catho- 
lics would certainly feel that he did not attach the value 
which he ought to the Pope's instructions. 

I don't know, sir, whether I make my meaning nnder- 
stood, so perhaps I had better try a more humble illus- 
tration. Suppose a schoolmaster were to ask one of his 
boys if he had written his exercise without assistance, and 
if the boy were to answer — " Oh yes, sir, I did it all my- 
self; there was not one of the other boys near me when I 
was doing it except Peter." Would tliis be a sensible 
answer, supposing that Peter was the very boy whom the 
master knew to be most able and most likely to give him 

help ? In such a case would not the master answer " If 

you own to having had Peter near you, I don't care 
whether any of the other boys were near you or not." 

I say that the present case is like the illustration I have 
used. St. Paul in trying to show that he had never availed 
himself of human instruction in order to attain his know- 
ledge of the Christian faith, after admitting that he had 
had some intercouree with Peter, goes on to protest solemnly 
that he had not seen the other Apostles. " Other of the 
Apostles saw I none, save James, the Lord's brother. Now 
tbe things which I write unto you, behold before God I 
lie not." Poes not he show here most forcibly that he did 
not regard Peter as the sole source of information as to the 
Christian faith — the sole infallible guide to truth? Does he 
not imply, that if his object had been to get instruction 
from human sources, he would not have been satisfied with 
seeing Peter, but would have waited and taken pains to 
consult the other Apostles ? And does not the confidence 
with which he writes prove convincingly that no such 
notions were then entertained about Peter as have been 
invented in later times ? The Apostle is not In tbe least 
apprehensive that it would come into the head of any of 
his readers to sny (as a Rom.an Catholic now would cer- 
tainly feel)— Ifyouown tohaving had communication with 
Peter, I do not care whether or not you consulted the other 
Apostles. 

I believe, then, sir, that the whole passage is a very 
strong proof that the exaltation of I'etcr to a place high 
above the level of the other Apostles w.is utterly unknown 
at the time when the epistle to the Galatians was written. 
I am, your obedient servant, 
R. H. B. 

THE IIOLV FATHERS ACKNOWLEDGE THE 
POPE'S SUPREMACY. 

TO TUE EDITOK or THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 
(Contlcucit from page lO.'j.) 

XIV. About the same time, I'ope Julius thus writes to 
tbe Oriental Bishops : " Know ye not that it is the custom 
first to write to ui, that what is just muj/ be judqed f 
Wherefore, if any suspicion of this kind attach to a Bishop 
it IS fit to refer it here. What we have derived from 
the holy Apostle Peter, this I announce to you, and not 
otherwise, as, I presume, you already know.'' (Apud. St 
Athanas. Apolog. 2, cont. Arian. torn. i. p. 153,) 

XV. Pope Julius further showed his supremacy • First in 
citing the Patriarch, St. Athanasius of Alexandria that 

I s of the 2nd Patriarchal See, to a Council at Rome,' anno 
341, which his enemies, by their envoys, had sought of the 
Pope, as St. Athanasius himself testifies;* and which is 
also testified by Theodoret.'' Secondly, in restoring both 
St. Athanasius and other Oriental Bishops whom the 
Arian faction had expelled, as Marcellus, Bishop of 
Ancyra, Asclepas, Bishop of Gaza, in Asia Minor to their 
Sees, as far as spiritual authoriiy alone could reach ■ that 
is, by a judicial declaration of their being the onlv lawful 
Bishops of them. This is testified by the Greek historians 
Socrates and Sozomen. ' 

XVI. Sozomen, speaking of Marcellus, Asclepas, St. 
Lucius, Bishop of Adrianople, and St. Paul, of Constanti- 
noplc, says: "The Bishop of Rome having taken cognizance 
of them, received them into his communion ; and because 
by reason of the dignity of his See, the care of all belonged 
to hini, he restored them to their respective Sees.'" 

XVU. And Socrates: "When Allian.isius.Puul'us, Ascle- 
pas, Marcellus, and Lucius had opened their cause to Julius 
he, according to the prerogative of the Roman See sent 
them back into the East with the protection of his letters 
and restored to each of them his See.""" ' 

XVIII. St. Hilary of Poietiers. writing to tho same Pope 
Julius, says: " The best, and by far the fittest course fs 
that the Lord's priesthood, from each and every province' 
should refer to the head; tliatis, to the See of the Apostte 
Peter.' * 

. ^^^■.'^° i^«5^ positive testimonies of the supreme 
jurisdiction of the Roman Bishop before the middle of the 
4th century, add that of the heathen author, Ammianus 
who says that Constantius, the enemy of St. Athanasius! 
" earnestly wished to have him condemned, by the autho- 
rity which the Bishop of Rome had over all others." 
(Lib. Id.) 

.. ^^'-o^t ''"tt K?"^"^*'. Council at Sardica, anno 347, 

The Bishop IIosius, said : ' If a deposed Bishcp shall flv 

to the most blessed Bishop of the Church of Rome : and 

i t tbe same should think it just to re-examine h is cause, 

• Lib. I., Hist. c. 13. •■ Lib. 2. o. 3. ' Lib 3 c 8 

* Lib. 2. c. 15. ' luter Frusment a 2, in uppen'dii. ' ' 



